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SELECTIONS 


SPEECH OF REV, N. ADAMS, 


OF BOSTON. 


We congratulate our readers on being able to 
resent to them the following valuable address, 
elivered by a distinguished Orthodox clergy- 
an of this city. It breathes the very spirit of 
him who when on earth gave us the sublime 
recept: ‘I was in prison and ye came unto me.’ 
ere such sentiments everywhere inculcated, 
ur prisons would soon become moral asylums. 
Ve have never read amore interesting document 
n prisons. It was delivered in reply toa Resolve 
»y the Prison Discipline Society. We trust it 
vill be read with the deepest interest, for we 
snow every Christian heart must respond to the 
ich and beautiful thoughts here inculeated. 





Mr. Cuarnman,—The secret of the success 
f the Prison Discipline Society is its use of 
he great principle of the gospel, Love to the 
guilty. It is this which makes the gospel the 
ower of God and the wisdom of God unto sal- 
ration. We do not sufficiently understand this 
teat central principle of the gospel. To many 
t is an inconsistency and absurdity. When they 
peak of the love of God to sinners, they do not 
‘eem really to believe that he loves them.— 
They have conceived the idea that God hates 
sinner in his body and soul, from the crown of 
iis head to the sole of his foot, in his ploughing, 
nd sowing, and reaping. The provision which 
Te has made for his salvation appears a cold and 
bstract appointment, which, after all, they feel 
i difficult to reconcile with his hatred of sin- 

1€Ts ; 


and when he speaks of His love to sin- 
ers, there is in their minds a suspicion of insin- 
‘rerity on His part. 

Now, we know that while God hates sin, and 
vill punish the incorrigibly guilty, His heart 
verflows with the most intense love for man.— 
ut here is the distinction, for the want of which 
vany walk in darkness in regard to this subject. 
t is a love, not of complacency, but of good will 

—a good will that is infinite—and compassion 
and concern which God alone can feel. O that 
some master-mind would rise amongst us _ to 
unfold this theme, and make men see and feel 
that God’s hatred of sin is not inconsistent with 
intense love for the guilty. Is the author of the 
Treatise on the Freedom of the Will the only 
man who is ever to live, that will pour daylight 
on the strong, distinctive features of the gospel ? | 
—O, rise some other such!—who shall echo} 
along the shores of this revolted world, and over 
its mountains, and down its vales, and into pala- 
ces and hamlets, and into every soul, the songs, 
that angels, drawing near this guilty earth, were 
not deterred by their views of the holiness of 
od, and his hatred of sin, from singing—* Good 
rill to men!’ 
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Boston, (Mass., ) 


Mr. Chairman, the Prison Discipline Society 
is illustrating this great principle better than any 
other institution, because it comes into most pe- 
culiar contact with great sinners. —T his Society, 
like the gospel, acts in accordance with the well- 
known laws of our minds. For instance, it 
seems to remember that guilt becomes shame, 
as in Adam, who fled and hid himself as soon 
as he had sinned; and also that guilt begets 
fear: ‘I heard thy voice,’ said the first trans- 
gressor, ‘and was afraid.’ While these two 
states of mind continued, it was impossible for 
the sinner to approach God; and hence the early 
promise of a Savior, by which his fears were 
calmed, his mind soothed, and hope excited.— 
This still is a great object with God, in all his 
intercourse with a sinner, to excite hope, to con- 
vince him that God has guod will and compassion 
towards him, and thus remove that shame and 
tear which conscious guilt produces, and which 
acts in the mind as a principle of repulsion from 
God. And when the convicted sinner feels that 
there is mercy for him, then ariseth light upon 
his darkness, which brings him to God. Now, 
it is upon this principle that the Prison Disci- 
pline Society proceeds, and to this we ascribe 
all the good it has ever done. 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, you have seen a man 
carried to the State Prison. Of all the sights 
which the eye of merey looks upon, there is 
hardly one that wakes up such feelings as this. 
He comes from the vehicle, and his arms are 
pinioned; the officers lead him to the inclosure ; 
the outer gate opens to receive him; he stands 
within, and the palisades are all around him, so 
high that they are dreadful. Gangs of convicts 
are at work in the parti-colored dress ; the guards 


curious men look upas he passes along, and up- 
on the faces of some of them is ‘ grinning infamy,’ 
and upon others, compassion. He draws near 
the Jail-house; its grated windows fill him with 
horror; the iron door opens with a noise; the 
sound of his first foot-fall in the entry echoes and 
terrifies him: his cell door receives the key; he 
has gonein. Huge, massy walls oppress him al- 
most to suffocation. Now he feels that heis a 
convict, if he did not realize it before. Perhaps 
he came along obstinately, and in anger; or with 
desperation, swearing profanely that he would 
brave all the terrors of his punishment. But now 
the consciousness of being a convict has touched 
his proud heart. If his cell has a window in it, 
he looks out upon the busy, noisy, free, and to 
him happy world, and the contrast to his own 
condition makes him feel again what it is to be a 
convict. Perhaps he has a wife; she is now the 
convict’s wife; the playmates of his little chil- 
dren will think, if not say to them, ‘ Your father 
is in the State Prisen.’ He recalls the 


Witnesses; the appearance of the jury, when a 


tionable. He feels, therefore, that he is an aban- 
doned sinner ; the Jaw, with remorseless and iron 
hand, has consigned him to eternal ignominy and 


agony, and his tongue with loud distress. 


ing in at him through the hole in the top of the 
door ; his first feeling is that of shame; he can- 
not bear that any one should see him in Prison. 
His next feeling is that of fear; ‘ Art thou come 
to tormentme? A kind voice addresses him,— 





‘ My friend,’—and after the interchange of salu- 


| tations—‘ My friend, God looks down upon you 


with infinite compassion! The walls of the 


Prison keep silence at such a word. 


Maker, has not cast you off; the Saviour that | 
died for you, has mercy for you.’ The man sits | 


down at the convict’s side, opeas the bible, reads 


to him of a woman who was a sinner, that came | Prussia has given directions for the purchase of hearts and anointed 


to the Sinner’s Friend, and would not pour the, 
box of ointment which she had bought, perhaps | 


ishment, and the Improvem 


Wednesd 


stand over them with presented fire-arms; the | 


- | 
circum- | 
stances of his trial; the looks and words of the 


disclosure from a witness made his guilt unques- | 
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ay, January 7, 


1846. 


with her all, upon His sacred head, but went 
behind him as he sat at meat, and brake it upon 
his feet; and the Saviour looked upon her in 
compassion and merey, and she went in peace. 
Then he prays with him, and calms his agitated 
mind, and, as he goes away, turns down the leaf 
that Bears the name of Mary Magdalene, and the 
penitent thief, and Saul of Tarsus, and leaves the 
Bible in his cell. The truth which these affect- 
ing histoties combine to make upon his mind be- 
gins to act upon his heart. Hiseye meets that 
passage, ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jusus came into the 
avorld to save sinners,—of whom I am chief.’— 
And again—‘ Wherefore He is able to save unto 
the uttermost all that come unto God by him.’— 
He questions with himself whether he is not the 
uttermost towards hell ; yet there is mercy even 
for him. Then love, the love of compassion and 





good will, from the lips of his teacher, and from | 


the bible, begets hope, and hope grows up to 
confidence, and confidence leads to reconcilia- 
tion and pardon. And now, while opportunities 
of sin are withheld, and restraint upon the indul- 
gence of passions is continued, the gospel does 
its work; and he, who went in a lion or a tiger, 
is one of thelambs of Christ! The Spirit of 
God takes up his abode in that cell, and the dawn 
of heaven is there. 

Sir, is this a fancy sketch? You have heard 
from the Report just read, that it is literally true. 
The report of the Auburn State Prison, made to 
the legislature of New York in January of this 
year, says, that forty-three former convicts of that 
Prison are now consistent professors of religion. 
Ths has been ascertained by letters from credi- 
ble gentlemen to the chaplain. In addition to 
this, it says that one half of all who have ever 
| been there are now decidedly reformed, and good 

citizens, and only one sixth of all are unimproved. 
Now, the secret of all this success is the ad- 
'mixture of love and mercy with restraint and 
‘punishment. The latter, without the former, 
leaves the prisoner ferocious, and as much, if not 
| more, the child of hell. Sir, the success of Pri- 
\son discipline is owing to the gospel, whose 
Savior, and the love of whose God, are employ- 
ed to reconcile the guilty and alienated mind of 
the transgressor. No such effects were ever 
known where the gospel was unknown. A Pri- 
son without a gospel is a Tarpeian Rock, where 
the soul dies, as certainly as the body was killed 
when hurled from that fatal eminence in Rome. 

We are under obligations to those artists, who 
set before our eyes on their canvass some of the 
transactions whieh embody the great truths and 
principles of the gospel. 
the ‘ Christ Rejected,’ or the ‘ Departure of the 
Israelites,’ can refrain from acknowledging his 








| scenes, and, through them, of important truths. | 
But, sir, the Prison Discipline Society draws out | 
to our view the great principle ofthe love of God | 
to the guilty, illustrates it, and by the use of! 
extreme cases, which none can help perceiving, | 


ciples of the gospel. I stand here as a minister | 
of reconciliation, to express my own obligations, | 
}and, I may say without presumption, those of | 

many of my brethren, for all that we have learned | 
| from this Society concerning the practical power | 
of the gospel; and J cannot but believe, that, the | 
more the Society is regarded in this light by | 


| ministers and Christians, the more it will be | 
‘You feel | loved, and prized, and sustained, as an invaluable | This form of mine is bending and wasting under 
that you are an outcast from man; but God, your | institution, and the source of inestimable bless-| the weight of years. 


ings. 
ee ee ee ee ee 
Lutuer’s Dwettinc Hovuse.—The King of | 


the houses of—Luther and Melancthon—for the 
purpose of converting them into schools. 
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No one who has seen | 


gratitude to those who have given him such vivid | 
impressions of interesting and thrilling Scripture | 





on Discipline 





‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aecording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’—Bible. 
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OLD SERIES, 
VOL. WU. 


The following is an extract fiom Blackwood’s 
Magazine, on Capt. Maconochie’s pamphlet, on 
the management of the transported convicts by 
other than sévere means. 


During his residence at Norfoik Island, Capt. 
Maconochie seems to have obtained the esteem 
of even the worst of the sad crew he had to dis- 
cipline ; and this it is evident without sacrificing 
a jot of the duties of his station. He is plainly 
not the man to make any boast of sucha matter, 
or to fee] too highly flattered by it. , ‘ Instances 
of individual attachment to myself,’ he says, at 
the conclusion of his pamphlet, ‘I could multi- 
ply without number, but these, for obvious rea- 
sons, I forbear to quote; and in truth, they as . 
often pained me as pleased me, by being too de-, 

ferential. It is a great and very common mis- 
| take in managing prisoners, to be too . .uch grati- 
| fied by mere obedience and servility :—duplicity 
is much encouraged by this, and of two opposite 
errors it is better rather to overlook a little occa- 
sional insubordination. I cannot, however, re- 
fuse to cite two traits, whose character cannot 
be mistaken. I had a large garden, within a 
few hundred yards of the ticket of leave village, 
at Cascade, where from 300 to 400 men lived, 
four to six ina hut, never locked up nor under 
any other guard through the night than that of a 
police sentry, one of their own number. The 
garden was by the roadside, very imperfectly 
fenced, with open paling, and fully stocked with 
choice fruit, vegetables, bananas, pine apples, . 
grapes, melons, and others, which to men ona salt 
ration, must have offered a great temptation.— 
These were constantly under view, yet I searce- 
ly ever lost any. And by a letter received a few 
weeks ago, I learn that tive men having picked 
up an old black silk handkerchief that had_be- 
longed to me, have had their prayer books bound 
with it.’ 





OPBLPDPDLAL LLP LIL LOI 
Trutry Exoquenr.—-Washingtonianism has 
given birth to as brilliant specimens of true elo- 
quence as heart could desire. Witness the fol- 
| lowing touching appeal to the young men, made 
_by an aged man, at a recent temperance jubilee 
at New Market, N. H. :— 
| ‘«T have come twelve miles to attend this 
meeting; yet I do not value my time; I feel 
| rewarded in what I see around me. My friends, 
I have seen more of the world than most of you. 
I have trod the proud streets of London, and 
the winds of distant India have fanned these fur- 
_ rowed cheeks of mine. My keel has been upon 
every sea, and my name upon every tongue.— 
Heaven blessed me with one of the best of wives 
—and my children—oh, why should I speak of 
them? My home was once a paradise. But I 
bowed like a brute, to the killing cup—my eld- 
est son tore himself from his deranged father, 
and has never returned. My young heart’s idol 
—my beloved and suffering wife—has gone, 
broken-hearted to the grave. And my lovely 
daughter, whose image I seem to see in the 





| 


. . ° ° e | . * * ‘ . 

infamy among men, and his soul is filled with | and acknowledging to be decisive tests of the} beautiful around me—once my pride and my 
A | power applied, it gives us all instruction, by ex. | hope—pined away in sorrow and mourning, be- 
sound at the door disturbs him; an eye is peer-| periment and success, concerning the great prin-| cause her father was .a drunkard, and now 


sleeps by her mother’s side. But I still live to 
tell the history of my shame, and ruin of my 
family. TI still live—and stand here before you 
to offer up my heart’s fervent gratitude to my 
heavenly Father, that I have been snatched 
from the brink of a drunkard’s grave. And 
while I live I shall struggle to restore my wan- 
dering brethren again to the bosom of society.— 


But my young friends, 
you are just blooming into life—the places of 
your fathers and mothers will soon be vacant.— 
See that you come up to fill them with pure 

lips ! Bind the blessed. 
ledge firmly to your hearts, and be it the Shi-. 
oleth of life’s welfare !’ 














ine 


Ye 











9 
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Boston, January 7, 1846. 
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‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
until F have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE. 














PRISONER'S FRIEND. 


With the opening year we commence again our 
labors, With @ more thorough conviction than ever of 
the itmportance of the movement which has engaged 
our attention. We have chosen one of the most in- 
viting titles that was ever applied to a periodical. — 
Having shown to some extent the utter uselessness of 
the gallows as a mode of punishment, we intend to 
enter on a still wider, though not a more important 
question, that of the Proper Treatment of the Crimi- 
nal. In other words, to use the homely phrase of the 
inquirer, we intend to answer the question, ‘If you do 
not hang the Criminal, what will you do with him ?’ 
In short, we hope not only to show the Proper Mode 
of Punishment, but to point out also the Causes, Ef- 
fects and Prevention of Crime. 

A more interesting field than now opens before us 
cannot be embraced within the wide range of Chris- 
tian philanthropy. In entering upon such a field, 
we have felt the need of assistance. That assistance 
has been promised. Among our list of contributors, 
some valued names will be found; one especially 
dear to every friend of humanity ; one, who was the 
first to stamp indelibly upon our own mind the great 
importance of the subject of the Inviolability of Hu- 
man Life. We feel proud to enroll him as a contri- 
butor, though our readers must not expect frequent 
contributions from his pen. Holding an important 
professorship in one of our colleges, and in a state of 
delicate health, much cannot be expected. Whatever 
he may say, must be read by every friend of his race 

-with the deepest interest. The contributions of an- 
ether distinguished and early writer, who has fre- 
quently and eloquently presented this subject to our 
legislative bodies, is too well known to require any 
thing from us. The name of another attorney and 
distinguished friend, in our city, has also been given 
to us, one who has entered into this subject with all 
his heart. With such friends, we think we must 
succeed. We feel truly grateful to them for the deep 
interest which they take in our great enterprise. 
PLAN OF THE PAPER. 
Every effort will be made to render the periodical 
AN ACCEPTABLE FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

To render the articles attractive, it is intended to 

present occasionally 
APPROPRIATE ENGRAVINGS. 

‘As we are opening a correspondence abroad, we 

shall present many valuable articles from 
THE EEST FOREIGN WRITERS. 

To render the periodical still more interesting, we 
shall present 

, THE NEWS OF THE WEEK. 

Such is a sketch of our general plan. How many 
of our old friends will continue their support, we 
know not. We hope not to miss a single name.— 
The prisoner cannot aid us. Of course our enemies 
will not. To you, therefore, reader, we look for aid 
in Carrying forward to its final consummation, this 
great and benevolent movement. We ask you to 
cireulate this among your friends, and forward to us 
such sums as you may receive, either as subscriptions 
to the paper, or donations to the cause. Shall not 
the Prisower’s Faienp find a generous support? If 
you do no more, send 25 cents for three months of 

the new volume, which commences with the year 


1 
low is just the time to subscribe. The subject of 


Capital Punishment will be discussed in Lyceums, 
Hauts or Lecistarion, and, probably, in the Con- 
Gres§ or THE Unirep Sratss. 

It is confidently believed, that no persons here have 
equal facilities for conducting a periodical of this cha- 
racter. 

Perro errr vv 


A MOTHER T0 BE HUNG!! 


Mrs. Exizasern Van Vatxenaurcn has been 
sentenced to be executed on the 24th of this month, 
in Fulton County, N. Y. We learn by the remarks 
of Jadge Willard, made on pronouncing the awful 
sentence of death, that she is a mother. The Judge 
informs her that by the murder of her husband, of 
which she has been convicted, that she had deprived 
her children of their father, their natural protector. 
What is the law going to do to remedy this matter ? 
It intends to do another act, which, in the language 
of Judga Willard, ‘must soon bring them to an un- 
timely orphanage.’ The wife killed their father, and 
the State intends this month to kill their mother.— 
But why is thisto be done? Judge Willard shall 
answer. ‘The life of the murderer,’ he says, ‘ is for- 
feited by the Jaw in order that murders may hi be 
perpetrated.” That is, it was wrong for the wife to 

kill er husband, and to convince the world that it 
was 80, the State intends to kil] the wife ! This ap- 
pearsto us to be a very singular way of proying that 
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itis wrong to kill. But this — to be execut- 
ed, not that she may be made better, or that the mur- 
dered father may be restored to his weeping children, 
but ‘ that murders may not be perpetrated.” Do ex- 


_}ecutions prevent murders? We boldly assert, and 


are abundantly able to prove, that they do not. On 
the contrary the more executions we have, the more 
crimes are committed. Like begets like. We say 
abolish the law—erect moral hospitals—physically, 
inteHectually, and morally educate the people, and 
the gallows will soon be deemed unnecessary. We 
have not begun to labor for the criminal yet as we 
ought. 

That our readers may themselves examine the re- 
marks and the sentence of Judge Willard, we subjoin 
them : 


EvizaBseTH Van VaLkensurcn :—You have been 
indicted, tried, and convicted of the murder of your 
late husband, John Van Valkenburgh : have youan 
thing to say to the Court why the judgment of deat 
should not be pronounced against you according to 
aw. 

The facts disclosed upon your trial establish a case 
of cruel and aggravated murder. Your husband has 
been sick during a portion of the last winter, but had 
so far recovered from his disease as to need no further 
medical treatment. On the 10th of March last, he 
was seen by his physician, who pronounced him well. 
On that day you procured a quantity of arsenic and 
administered portions of it to hlm, which caused his 
death onthe 18th of March. Although the testimony 
in relation to some parts of the case was circumstan- 
tial, it was nevertheless of such a character as to lead 
the minds of the Jury to the undoubting belief of your 
guilt; and their verdict meets the appreval of the 
Court. wr 

Your trial has been conducted with deliberayon, 
caution and fairness :—you had an intelligent and 
impartial jury of your own selection. The prosecu- 
tion, though conducted with ability, has been marked 
with tenderness and candor; and you have been de- 
fended by ingenious and able counsel. The Court 
has also given you the benefit of every doubtful ques- 
tion, and yet, under all these circumstances, you have 
been found guilty. 

Before performing the last painful duty which re- 
mains to the Court, | have a few words to address to 
you. You have been guilty of an act which by the 
laws of our country, and of nearly all nations, is pun- 
ishable with death. The law of nature and the law 
of God sanctions this punishment for such acrime.— 
It is not the principle of revenge, nor even cf expia- 
tion that this punishment is inflicted. The life of 
the murderer is forfeited by the law, in order that 
murders may not be perpetrated. 

Had the death of your husband been occasioned by 
an adversary in an open struggle, the mind, however 
it might condemn the act, would find some alleviation, 
in the provocation, in the motive, or in the equality 
of the combat. But death by peison, clandesrinely 
administered, is, of all others, the most revolting. It 
takes its victim when unprepared for resistance.— 
The enormity of the crime is increased in this case 
by the relation which you bore to the deceased. He 
was the husband whom you had promised to love, to 
cherish, and to obey. He was the father of your chil- 
dren, whom you have thus deprived of their natural 
protector, by an act which in its consequences must 
soon bring them to an untimely orphanage. 

If, even in this world, there is a connexion be- 
tween guilt and suffering—if even in human society 
we find that the way of the transgressor is hard; 
what may we not expect in the retributions which 
await us beyond the grave. We are assured there is 
a time coming when we must all! appear before a 
Judge whose all seeing eye can penetrate the secret 
recesses of every heart, and whose justice as well as 
mercy is co-extensive with his works. 

Yours is not a case in which the Court can advise 
the exercise of executive clemency. Let me admon- 
ish you to prepare for the great change that now 
awaits you. Callto your aid the ministers of our 
religion. Look back upon your past life and repent. 
Look io God for forgiveness through the merits of a 
Saviour, 


Now listen to the judgment of the law, which is, 
that you, Elizabeth Van Valkenburgh, be taken from 
this place to the common jail of this county, and that 
you be there kept in safe and secure custody until 
Saturpay the 24th day of January, between the 
hours of 10 A. M. and 4 P. M., you be hanged by the 
neck until you are dead—and may God Almighty 
have mercy on your soul. 

The judge says to the poor woman, ‘loukto God 
for forgiveness through the merits of a Saviour,’ and 
then in the very next breath, adds, ‘ now listen to the 
judgment of the law, which is, that you, Elizabeth 
Van Valkenburgh,’ &c. If it were believed that God 
had forgiven her, would the State hang her ? 

The judge says, ‘this is not acase in which the 
Court can advise the exercise of executive clemency.’ 
But he advises the poor woman to look to God for 
forgiveness. He thinks it possible that her Heavenly 
Father may forgive her, though the State may not.— 
But why should not men be perfeet, even as their 
Father in heaven is perfect? and merciful as He is 
merciful ? 

A word moré. How mean and cowardly it is for a 
number of strong men—agents of the State of 
New York—to hang a poor, weak, defenceless wo- 
man. Shame on the man who will do it. The poor 
children, too, of these parents, how must they feel !— 
Their father has already been murdered, and now 
their mother is to be executed, and they, in the eyes 
of the great mass of the people, are to be. forever dis- 
graced. The Lord haye mercy uponthem! And we 
devoutly pray that the. day may be hastened. when 
we shall ‘ have compassion on the ignorant, and those 
who are out of the way !’ J. MS. 





DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 


Noumser I. 


‘Bring before your mind, reader, the whole difficulties 
of a newly-discharged convict—especially from the 
State Prison. ° * * Here he is, unable 
to obtain employment, encompassed with tempta- 


tions, and with no companionship from which any 
moral aidisto beobtained. * * * Chris- 
+ *? 


tian, has be no fair demand upon you ? 
TUCKERMAN. 

Such were the words of the lamented Tuckerman. 
They were uttered after long and painful observation 
of the difficulties and trials of the discharged convict. 
And-if there is any one class that deserves our sym- 
pathy more than another, it is the prisoner just 
thrown once more upon the world from his cold and 
narrow cell. 
even by those who profess the highest regards for hu- 
manity. Branded with infamy wherever he is 
known, shut out from the common avenues of indus- 
try, what wonder is it that he returns to the haunts 
of vice, and perhaps again to become the inmate of 





Yet how little sympathy is manifested, | 
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FUREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
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LETTER FROM ELIZABETH PHASE, ENGLAND, 








The following letter is from a female distinguished 
for herphilanthropy. Itisa very interesting docu- 
ment. It breathes an excellent spirit. We are truly 
grateful for her kindness. It will give our readers 
an idea of the progress of the cause in England. [t 
will be seen that the cause is unpopular there as well 
as here. Accompanying this letter were some very 
valuable documents, sonre of which we shall be glad 
to lay before our readers. We have already publish- 
ed one of the Lectures here referred to, by Rev, Mr. 
Harris. The other is forthcoming, and several oth- 
er valuable papers. We rejoice in being able to have 
so valuable a correspondent as Miss Elizabeth Pease. 
A thousand thanks for her kindness. 


DaRLINGTON, 11 Mo. 6. 
Dear Frienp—I much regret to find by thy accep- 


the dreary prison? Could he at such a moment, | table letter of Sept. 15, that the great question of the 
when his resolves are fresh and strong, be taken by | Inviolability of Human Life meets with so few sup- 
the hand of Christian benevolence, and encouraged in | porters amongst the class who are able to lend pecuni- 
industry and piety, good hope might be entertained of | ary aid toits advocates. It is so in this country. 


his permanent reformation. 


Let every impediment | The peace cause is kept alive by, comparatively, a 


then be removed, and Society would soon perceive | few, and still more is it the case with the Anti-Capi- 
and acknowledge the benefits resulting from such | tal Punishment question. The Society established 


gennine exercise of Christian sympathy. 


for its furtherance has been mainly sustained by the 


Having lately had our attention directed to this | aid of two individuals, of whom thy correspondent, 
class of our fellow-men, we have felt it our imperious | J. T. Barry, is one. A burning shame on Christians 
duty to call the public attention to a closer considera- of the nineteenth century that itshould beso. Many, 
tion of their numerous trials and temptations. And | there are, who see or profess to see, the wickedness, 


we know of no subject more appropriate for our peri- 
odical under its new name, the ‘ Prisoner’s Frrenp.’ 
We feel now that not only the Prisoner, but the com- 
munity will look to us to advocate his claims. We 
begin then, not with the criminal on trial, nor under | 
sentence, but when all is over; when the law has 
had its full demands ; when he is once more to be- 
come a citizen and mingle again with his friends and 
enter the busy walks of life. What an interesting 
moment! ‘The day arrives. The parti-colored dress | 
is removed; a citizen dress is resumed; he leaves his 
narrow cell; the door is thrown open, and he is once | 
more without the walls of his prison. He looks 
around for his companions ; perhaps for a fond mother, 
it may be, for his forsaken family. Now he needs | 
the aid of Christian sympathy. A little encourage- | 
ment, and he may become the faithful husband, the | 
kind father and the useful citizen. Without it he 
may again become the convicted felon, and retvrn 
within the gloomy walls of his prison. Who then 
will withhold his sympathy? Who will refuse his 
mite to help the discharged convict to become the | 
useful member of soeiety ? 

Having these views of this class of our fellow be- 





of legalized murder. 


/as well as the inexpediency of death-punishments 


who are blest with riches, but who are yet so steeped 
in apathy that they seem not to have a cent to spare 
for this holy cause. How great is the tendency of 
riches to engender indifference to the wrongs of our 
fellow-men, and insensibility to our high responsi- 
bility for the right appropriation of ai? our gifts in 
the sight of heaven! 

But be not discouraged. Truth, I believe, is neve, 
uttered wholly in vain, and approved in the sight ot 


'heaven, must be the sacrifices thou art making to 
/awaken public feeling and attention on the subject 


I thought of thee, and wished 
thou couldst have heard the eloquent appeals of Geo. 
Harris, Unitarian Minister, at New Castle, in Tyne. 
I had the privilege of hearing two of his addresses to, 
very crowded audiences. The first, at least, was so 
much so that many went away, the second beinga 


repetition of a former lecture, was less numerously 


attended. I paid for a paper containing a report 
which 1 hope was duly sentto thee. The ‘ Herald 
of Peace’ is the Organ of the London Peace Society, 
rather a half going body. They dont—as a body— 
hold to the [nvolability of Human Life. There is a 


ings, we propose to presenta series of articles, de- | great difficulty in forwarding periodicals to and from 
signing to show their real Situation, the Remedies, | America, or | would gladly order this and the Tem- 
to be applied, the Objections to giving aid, and the perance Magazine to be sent to thee. Absence from 


Encouragements for such a labor. 

We are aware that we enter upon a very uninvit- 
ing field of labor, that we shall be met by a cold re- 
pulse ; but we believe we are to some extent by our 
efforts in a still more unpopular branch of our sub- 
ject, prepared for such treatment. Believing then 
such to be our duty, we enter cheerfully upon our new 
field of labor. Though cheered by no friendly voice 
on earth, we know we are following the dictates of 
the great Teacher, who said, ‘ Inasmuch as ye did it 
to one of the least of these my brethren ye did it unto 
me!’ It was well remarked by the Chaplain of the 
Massachusetts State Prison, ‘I am aware that eve- 
rything which relates to prisons, and their guilty in- 
mates, is, to multitudes, revolting; in them such 
themes create no interest ; they awaken no sympathy. | 
On all this moral desert, they can see no verdant 
spot. Other wastes may be made to bud, and blos- 
som, and bear fruit; but within the precincts of a 
prison-house, nothing is found to attract the eye of 
faith, to enkindle the dawnings of hope, or call forth 
the aspirations of the spirit.’ Thexe are some, howev- 
er, who see amid al] this darkness, some light; amid 
this moral waste, hearts that ean be touched, and be- 
ings bearing the image of God. And we must work, 
though we bring back but a single soul to virtue and 
truth. 

Such is our plan. And we hope in carrying it out 
to be governed by the spirit of him whe when on 
earth looking up the degraded and forsaken, left the 
sublime precept, ‘I was sick and in prison and ye 
came unto me.’ 

Our first labor will be io show the Number an- 
nually discharged from Prison, but this will be de- 
ferred till our next. Cc. Ss 


. ~ a mus 


CIRCUMSTANTIAL Evipence.—We have in our pos- 
session several interesting accounts of the execution 
of the innocent, which we intend to present to our 
readers in the course of a few weeks. One account 
will be given weekly. We have engaged a very 
neat engraving taken from Chalmer’s Miscellany, 
Edinburgh. Very few are aware of the number of 
these cases, Such facts, we think, are more con- 
vineing to many minds, than all the arguments that 
could be presented. bg 








_ employed. 


| home, nearly ever since the receipt of thine, has pre- 


vented me from writing to the editor of the last nam- 
ed publication, but I intend todo so very soon, and 
perhaps he may be able to devise some plan for let- 
ting thee have it. I cannot obtain it here or I would 
have enclosed thee the recent numbers. Ihave col- 
lected a few little things, which may be valuable as 
showing that the cause is not entirely lost sight of 
with us; on the contrary, I hope the interest is in- 
creasing, and many think that a good pull and a 
strong pull is only needed to hurl the heathenish eus- 
tom from its place amongst a civilized people. 

Geo. Wilson, Jr., he, whose name thou wilt see 
attached to some of the tracts, isa young and zealous 
advocate of the absolute Inviolability of Human Life 
in all its branches—he is glad to lecture gratuitously, 
requiring only to have his traveling expences paid. 
and any that may attend the delivery of his lectures. 
Yet, there is not zeal enough to keep his Jeisure time 
I asked him the other day to write to 
thee. I lenthim thy book and he was much pleased 
with it. [intend to send him my numbers of the 
‘Hangman.’ His means are very slender, and he has 
a delicate wife, that the expence of receiving it di- 
rect might be a burden to him. 1am glad thou hast 
got the Glasgow Magazine; but, as thou only men- 
tions No. 5, J will enclose my own and get them 
replaced hereafter. 

Write me freely and tell me how I can aid thy 
efforts—for, believe me, I am interested in this cause 
—in aught that concerns the sacredness of human 
life, in whatever tends to draw all men together in 
one universal brotherhood, 

Thanks for the proffered gift of thy Essays. I shall 
value a presentation copy greatly. If sent to Chap- 
man & Green, Newgate-st., directed outside to John 
Readman, Darlington, care of Longman & Co., Pater- 
noster Row, London, with a cover inside directed to 
me, it will reach me. I have heard the story of 
the execution of the five innocent persons from 0’- 
Connell’s own lips, he related it to my father and me 
when we were traveling together. 

Believe me to be very truly thy friend, 


ELIZABETH PEASE. 


Excuse great haste, I have many notes to prepare 
for this department, and a short time to do it in. 
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TO THE WARDENS OF THE SEVERAL STATE PRI- 
SONS THROUGHOUT THE UNION, 


GENTLEMEN—In my labors to remove the death-pe- 
nalty, the objection is frequently presented that if 
the murderer is simply confined in prison, he might 
kill his keeper; and ifso, no additional penalty could 
be inflicted, otherwise than death which his first of- 
fence already incurred. In my published work en- 
titled, ‘Essays on the Punishment of Death,’ I have 
met this objection. In my own mind it is easily an- 
swered, bat the frequency with which it is presented, 
has led me to adopt another mode. It has occurred 
to me that you as Wardens of-Prisons, might be still 
better able than myself to give information ov a point 
so important. Having visited many prisons, and 
found men of your class willing to impart informa- 
tion, [ have ventured to ask your opinion in regard 
to the liability of a second murder in prison by those 
who are spared from the ignominions death of the 
gallows. 

In order to bring the subject directly before your 
mind, I have prepared the following questions :— 

I. If Capital Punishment were abolished, would 
you feel safe in the discharge of your duties ? 

II. What number of murderers are now confined 
in your prison ? 

III. Are men of this class frequently pardoned ? 

IV. Are murderers as obedient to the Prison-disci- 
pline as others ? 

V. Do this class of convicts increase ? 

VI. Do murderers generally prefer death to im- 
prisonment for life ¢ 


VII. Do you think it would be more difficult to | 
reform murderers than other convicts ? 
VIII. Has it ever happened that murderers have | 


committed a similar offence in prison ? 

IX. Are murderers themselves generally in favor 
of Capital Punishment ? 

X. Are murderers of the ignorant or educated 
class ? 

XI. Do men of this class ever attempt suicide? 

XII. Do such men appear to be insane, or do they 
generally become so afier confinement ? 

XIII. 
of the gallows ? 

I have extended these questions farther than may 
be thought necessary for my real purpose, but I sup- 


information, which I deem of great value in my pre- 
sent enterprise, which is to convince the public that 
Capital Punishment is unnecessary ; that the com- 
munity would be safe without putting criminals to 
death. 
but then they profess to feel a very great regard for 
the lives of the keepers of our public prisons, and are 
desirous, therefore, to keep up the gallows, im ¢erro- 
rem, for your safety. For your benefit then, as well 
as my own, I would like to have some or al! these 
questions answered. If you feel that your safety is 
promoted by the gallows, then please say so. If on 
the other hand, from your experience yon are satis- 
fied that this form of punishment is no longer needed 
to enable you to discharge your duties in safety, then 
please give me the results. 
great favor, and would tend very much to relieve the 


I find many prepared to coincide in my views, | u t 
y prep ; /most acceptable to the God of Peace? 





PRISONER’S FRIEND: 











CUNNINGHAM SAVED. 


We learn that the case of John Cunningham in 
Bristol Co. has just been decided. He was arraigned 
for the murder of Margaret Loring, a girl of bad re- 
pute, in a house of ill fame, in New Bedford last 
spring. It was stated by his counsel, that he was 
ready to plead guilty to the charge of manslaughter, 
which, owing to the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, was readily admitted. And he was, sentenced 
to serve seven years in the state prison. The prison- 
er was addressed by Chief Justice Shaw. He exhi- 
bited no feeling whatever at the result ; but his sister, 
who had come from afar to comfort him in his 
hour of peril was very much afiected. 


rrr 


ILLUSTRATION OF KiNDNEss.— We intend to pre- 
sent weekly, a series of incidents calculated to illus- 
trate the power of kindness. Before us lies a work 
just forwarded from Elizabeth Pease, England, which 
contains several interesting anecdotes, some of which 
we think were never published in this country. The 
first is beautiful, and must commend itself to the 
heart of every one who loves the religion of Christ. 
It is an admirable exemplification of the power of 
love, and the safety of abiding by the principles of 
peace :— 

An Arrican TripeE.—And is it necessary for us 





to make an ideal journey to Africa to learn practical 
Christianity? So it appears. Well, then, let us go. 
Here we are in the midst of burning plains and 
savage hordes. Now, look at yon band of sable 
Christians. ‘ This litthe Christian band,’ says Mof- 
fatt, ‘had met, on a Sabbath morning, with the peo- 
ple in the centre of the village, to hold the early 
prayer meeting before the services of the day. They 
were scarcely seated, when a party of marauders ap- 


_ proached from the interior whither they had gone 


for plunder, and not having succeeded to their wishes, 


| had determined to attack this Corrana village on 


Are you yourself favorable to the Abolition | 





It would be doing me a} 


public mind on one of the most important subjects | 


than can be agitated. 


Yours, respecifully, | 


Boston, Jan. 1846. CHARLES SPEAR. 


| 
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Date or THE Parser. It will be.seen that we have 
dated our paper on the first Wednesday in January, 
so that we commence a new volume with the open- 
ing year, which will make it very convenient for all 
concerned. Having completed just fifiy-two num- 
bers, we issue no paper on the last day of the year. 
And we send out the first nhmber before the time, 
that our friends may have an opportunity of showing 
a specimen totheir neighbours. And having been ar 
great expence to procure a new head, we trust they | 
will send us in a number of names. 


| with great pleasure, at the earliest opportunity. 


their return. Mosheu arose, and begged the people 
to sit still, and trust in Jehovah, while he went to 
meet the marauders. To his enquiry, what they 
wanted, the appalling reply was, ‘ Your cattle; and 
itis at your peril you raise a weapon to resist.’— 
‘There are my cattle,’ replied the chief, and re- 
sumed his position at the prayer meeting. A hymn 
was sung, a chapter read, and then all kneeled in 
prayer to God, who only could save them in their 
distresses. The sight was too sacred and solemn to 
be gazed on by such a band of ruffians: ‘hy all 


pose you might possibly feel disposed to impart other | withdrew frou the spot, without touching a single artt- 


| cle belonging to the people.’ 


What a reproof io British Christians! In seasons 
of danger, we cry, ‘To arms !—to arms!’ The Afri- 
cans, ‘To prayer !—to prayer;’ Which cry savors 
most of Christianity? Which is most consistent 
with our profession of righteousness? Which is 
Brethren, 
brethren, let us rely on prayer. It is stronger aad 
safer than an army; and, moreover, it is the most in 


accordance with our profession of faith in the Living | 


God. 
PAPAL APPALAR SISO 


Our new Heap.—We think our engraver has been 


| very happy in the execution of our new head. It 


was taken from a beautiful picture of Howard in the 
possession of Wm. Lioyp Garrison, presented to 
him while on a tour in Europe. 
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To Corrésronpents.—We thank G. T. of Dedham 
for his beautiful lines dedicated to the ‘ Prisoner’s 
Friend.’ Ata late hour, we received a sirgilar favor 
from Miss Julia A. Fletcher, but necessity compelled 
us to omit it till a future number. We trust she 
A communication is on hand 

We have also a valuable article from our friend 
Adlington of Weymouth. 

Several valuable documents havealso been received 


from our foreign correspondents, John T. Barry, of 
| London, and Elisabeth Pease, of Darlington, England. 


We shall forward a copy of our work to Miss Pease 
We 


A ' 
| thank Mr. Barry for the volume of ‘Selections from 
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| 
To THE FRIENDS OF THE CAUSE SCATTERED ABROAD. | 
We send several papers to those who have not been | 
subscribers, in hopes that they willbe disposed to 
lend us their aid, either by becoming subscribers or | 
by sending us donations for the cause. Should they | 
conclude not to become subscribers, the return of the | 
paper with their name and the name of the town | 


will be considered a ,sufficient notice. They will | ers will see that we have commenced a series of arti- 
s@e the necessity of notifying us immediately, in cles on this important subject. As we are desirous 
order that we may know how many to publish of the , to aid this unfortunate class of our fellow-beings, we 
| would request those philanthropists, who are desirous 
of employing them on their immediate release from | 
| prison, to make application to the office of the ‘ Pris- 


second number. 
OPP POOPIE VF 
Mrs. Evizaseth Fry.—We had spoken to our 
engraver for an engraving of this lady, but. it is not 
ready. Our readers may expect it soon. It is copied 
from one of the finest steel engravings that we have | 


ever seen of this benevolent woman, who was truly | Sagar. 


the prisoner’s friend. 
Se i a el 
[Single copies of the ‘ Prisoner's Friend,’ may 
be purchased at Jordan & Wiley’s, State-st., where a 
great variety of periodicals may be found. 





| oner’s Friend,’ 40 Cornhill, Boston. 


| ment like that of the United States ? 


printed in England. 


dents tell us what constitutes Treason in a govern- 


Sydney Taylor.’ Also for his kind offer to forward 
some more volumes of the same work. 


are due our friend, Richard D. Webb, of Dublin, fora | disorder. 


very valuable present of three volumes on the Punish- 


Many thanks | 


| will excuse us. A friend also forwarded us an article 
i from S. Abington. 


| from Charles Stearns, which will appear in our next. 


| We thank our foreign friends for their many favors. | 


| 


| 
| 


ment of Death, by Bazil Montagu. 


EMPLOYMENT OF DiscHARGED PRIsonERS.—Our read- 
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t of Death. By Cuartes 
We perceive that this work has been re- 


Esaays on the Punishmen 
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Treason.— Will some of our numerous correspon- 


| inhabitants in the proper signs of respect due to him, 
| being riding on a horse given to shy, and observing 
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Death! 


Under Sentence of 
‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorp behold the earth, 


to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loase those 
that are appointed to death.’ Bisie. 


for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not 
known. 
NEW YORK! Titver, for the murder of John 


Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 


Mrs. VALKENBURGH, forthe murder of her husband 
last March, in Fulton, N. Y. Time of execution, Jan- 
uary 24, 1846. 


SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WeE tts, for the 
murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, C. H., S. H. 
To be executed on the 3d Friday in February next. 


ILLINOIS! Joun Baxter, for the murder of 
Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time of execution 
not known. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Basuer, Tunk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrerty, for the murder 


Hassler. Time of execution not known. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE! Awnvprew Howarp, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846. 


CONNECTICUT! Awnprew P. 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 
hung July 3d, 1846. 


MARYLAND! Wo. Wreeter, a slave for en- 
gaging inan insurrection ; time of execution unknown. 


UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon- 
fined in the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. 


VERMONT ! EvcGewe Currrorp, for the murder 
ofhis wife and child ; time of execution not fixed. 

The Jaw is now that there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal] is to be hung without 
an order from the Executive. 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas THorn, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution not fixed. 


The law is that a criminal shal] not be executed til! one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 


LOUISIANA! Pavutine, the slave ; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846, 

Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 
pointed. 

IOWA! 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. 


of David 


Porrer, for the 
To be 





Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. 


iy Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvaniaand Maryland. 








VARIETY, 


{(F°Tue coop orp timEs.—In the reign of Henry 
VIII, two thousand criminals were executed annually; 
and during the period that he swayed the sceptre, 
seventy-two thousand were put to death ; 





from three hundred to four hundred suffered every 
year by the hands of the public executioner. Eng- 
land, nevertheless, was in a dreadful state of moral 


A Superrivous Succestion.—A country gentle- 
man, who had taken some pains to instruct the rustic 


a lad walking before him, called out, ‘ Boy, don’t take 
off your hat?’ The youth, turning bis head, very 
innocently,’ replied, ‘I worn’t a goin, to sir,’ 


There are no oaths in the Choctaw tongue. When 
an Indian swears, he can only employ English ex- 
pressions of profanity, the very worst kind of profan- 
ity in use. 


Wa. McCautey, for the murder of Don) 


yet Sir | 
Thomas Moore averred that property and persons | 
| were never more insecure. In the reign of Elizabeth, 








Canat Boys.—There are about 5000 boys engaged 
upon the New York Canals, one half of whom are 
orphans ; and nearly all of whom are destitute of a| 
home on the approach of winter. 


The wheels of the engines and carriages on the 
Austrian railroads are covered with a coating of var- 
nish and pitch, thus preventing any noise and se- 
curing against rust. 


A memoir of the late Rev. Henry Ware, Jr., by 
Dr. John Ware, of this city, is in press, and will 
shortly be published, 
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Lorp Coxe on Artorneys.—To say of an at- 
torney, ‘he is more a lawyer than the devil,’ is ac- 
tionable—Day vs. Buller, 3 Wills, 59—but to say of 
him, ‘he has no more brains than a goose,’ is not— 
Coke, 74. ' 


_, Gov. Briggs has issued a requisition for Albert J. 
Tirrell, and on Tuesday morning Maj. Andrews and 
Adj. Holmes started for New Orleans. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society has issued 
on an average, during the last year five Bibles a min- 
ute, for ten hours every day, excepting Sundays. 


They have a curious way of ‘doing things out 
posse We cut the following from the Ohio Univer- 
Salist: 

Marriep.—On the 39th ult., in a bugey wagon, in 
front of F. A. Miller’s Hotel, in Mantua, by Fishes 


Sanford, Esq., Joseph W. Ladu and Laura T. Orvis, 
both oi Shalersville. 


Edward Everett has consented to accept the ap- 
pointment of President of Harvard University. 
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Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §c. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


N. Bridgwater, Wednesday, Jan. a 
Stoughton, Thursday, . 8. 
Mansfield, Friday, 7 9. 
New Bedford, Sunday, “ 11. 
Fall River, Monday, . 12, 


The friends in the above towns, are requested to 
make the proper arrangements for these lectures. 


The First Anniversary of the Massachusetis 
Nociety for the Abotition of Capital Pun- 
ishment. 


It is intended to celebrate the first Anniversary of 
the Massachusetts Society, on the fourteenth of , he 


uary, in the Washingtonian Hall, under the Boston 
Museum. During the day, addresses will be made 
by the friends of the cause. And in the evening, an 
Oration will be delivered by the Hon. Ropert Ran- 
Tout, Jr. It is believed that it will be an interesting 
season, and it is confidently hoped that the friends of 
the cause will make every effort to be present. Much 
has been done, much remains to be accomplished.— 
Every thing will be done to render the meeting in- 
teresting. The Society has thought itself fortunate 
in securing the services of one who has contributed 
so much by his writings to carry forward so great a 
reform. Come then, one and all, and join with us in 
the celebration of the First Anniversary of the Massa- 
chusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. 








Rects. to week ending December 23. 


Roxbury, W. 8. Skinner, 50c ; Henry Griggs, $1 ; 
D. F. Slater, 50c; J. Hastings, $1,25; A. Newman, 
50c; W. Gordon, 50c; E. G. Scott, 50c; John Park- 
er, 75¢; W. D, Seaver, 50c——Saugus, Gilbert Gro- 
ver, 65c-—Medford, G@. T. Goodwin, 50c——Rock- 
port, B. Thurston, 25c Saxonville, C. H. Saun- 
ders, 22c; D. Marklejohn, 50c ; D. W. Griley, 14¢ ; 
J. Jackson, 25c¢ Hinsdale, Rev. C. May, $1 Le- 
ominster, Edward Page, $1; Mrs. Hubbard, 25¢ ; D. 
Spencer, 25c East Marshfield, C. H. Hall, 50e—— 
E. Johnston, Ft. Madison, Iowa, $1.—Lexington, E. A. 
Millikin, $1—— Warren, H. Bowen, $1; J. Salisbu- 
ry, Jr. $1; J. B. Combs, $1; G. Easterbrooks, $1 ; 
M. Ring, $1; M. Luther, 50c; N.C. Case, $1; J. 
Barney, $1; Mrs. B. Martin, $1 ; Mrs. 8S. Chase, $1; 
Col. P. Bosworth, $1; J. Davis, $1 Sharon, 8S. 
Thayer, 25c Westminster, M. Parmeter, 25c 
N.Y. City, W. E. Petty, 3$1——Hanover, Charles 
Winslow, $1——-So. Hingham, J. Cushing, 75¢—— 
Castine, Me., R. R. Bridgham, 50c ; F. A. Hooke, 50¢ ; 
A Brown, 50c; G. S. Vose, 50c; J. Perkins, 25c; B. 
S. Willson, 25c; C. K. Tilden, 25¢; W. Eaton, 25¢; 
J. B. Woods, 25c; C. H. Averill, 25c; W. Jarvis, 
25c; T. Williamson, 25¢ ; 8. K. Devereux, 25c; S, 
M. Fuller, 25c; J. W. Hawes, 25c; H. Vogel, 26¢; 
W. Chamberlain, 25c; T. Stockbridge, 25c; J. H. 
Hale, 25c North Castine, G. H. Emerson, 25¢—— 
Lowell, E. Bridge, 25c; W. Brown, 75c; W. Conile, 
50c; M. B. Favor, 50c; C. C. Favor, 50c ; T. Footman, 
50c; H. W. Foster, 50c; J. B. Harlow, 50c; G. W. 
Colburn, 50c. 
































MARRIED: 

Iu this city 24th ult., by Rev. Mr. Cooleridge, Capt. 
Joun PenpLeTon,to Miss Martua J., daughter of 
David Chapin, Esq., of this city. 

In this city, on Christmas Eve, by Rev. Charle 
Spear, Mr. Georce W. Aszorrt, of Randolph, to Miss 
Resecca Snow Kine, second daughter of Rev. Chas. 
Spear. 





DIED: 


In this city, 24th ult., very suddenly, Mrs. Betsey, 
wife of Joseph Windsor. 

At Richmond, Va., on the 30th Nov. whither but a 
few weeks previously he had repaired for his health, 
Samus E. Hiuus, of Boston, formerly of Peterboro, 
N. H, 21. 

On board barque Delphos, on the passage from Lon- 
to Charleston, Mr. James Curtis, 25, son of Mr, 


Thomas Curtis, of this city. 


aviv 
KILLED : 


By the executioner in Virginia, Dec. 19th, Moses 


Hix, age unknown. 
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For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
THE PRISONER'S FRIEND. 


The Prisoner’s Friend ! how dear that name 
To him whose bosom bears within 
A christian heart, that would reclaim 
The erring from the paths of sin ! 
And why may not some one, their cause to plead, 
Out from some modern Nazareth proceed ? . 


Go fearlessly forth, thou Prisoner’s Friend : 
Thy mission to the world proclaim : 
The sacredness of life defend, 
The last of Adam’s race reclaim ! 
Preach every where what Christ on earth began, 
The universal brotherhood of man! 


Go, soothe the dying Prisoner’s pains, 
In yonder dungeon damp and chill ; 
For he, confined in iron chains, 
Though guilty, is thy brother still ! 
Nor can those granite walls, however high, 
Break human nature’s strong connecting tie ! 


We boast of Justice, but the word 
ForGiveness seems but little known ! 
Though since from Jesus’ lips ’twas heard 
Full eighteen centuries have flown ! 
A modern Magistrate will seldom say, 
‘ Neither doI condemn thee, go thy way !’ 


Then haste thee on, thou Prisoner’s Friend, 
And teach forgiveness to mankind, 
*Till mercy shall with justice blend, 
*Till man a friend in man shall find ! 
Speak ’till Humanity’s eternal cause 
Shall triumph over earth’s ini.uman laws ! 


The Prisoner’s Friend may gain no ease, 
And wealth may not his deeds reward ! 
The Master here gained none of these, 
The servant’s not above his Lord ! 
Truth’s pioneers meet always, more or less, 
The opposition of the world they bless ! 


But their reward shall be to know, 
When yielding up life’s feevle breath, 
That they have aided here below, 
The prisoner sick and near to death ! 
To hear the prayer in life’s last hour ascend 
From grateful hearts, Gop siess THE PRIsoNER’s 
Frienp ! 
Dedham, Mass. G. T. 


a 
MISCELLANY. 














INTERESTING AND AFFECTING TALE. 


Few of our readers have not perused the sim- 
ple but beautiful and affecting story below. And 
yet, it is worth publishing again, and again—so 
true is it to the purest and loveliest impulses of 
our best nature. The heart that does not give a 
tear to the story of Catharine McInnes, must be 
stony, cold and unfeeling indeed. 


Tue Wrone Letrer Box.—Amusing_inci- 
dents often occur by persons mistaking the let- 
x of stories and offices in this vicinity.— 

e sometimes find three or four letters in our 
letter-box, intended for the mails. These we, 
of course, put on their way. 

Standing once at our front window, we ob- 
served a ycung woman, whose face was not visi- 
ble tous, drop a letter into our box, and on 
taking it out, we found that she had mistaken 
our establishment for that of the post-oflice. It 
was directed to Thos , in Ireland, and the 
inland postage accompanied it. The letter we 
caused to be sent with some others to the post- 
office, and gave the circumstance no farther 
thought. 

Busied some months afterwards in examining 
the contents of our exchange papers, and indi- 
ting such paragraphs as they suggested to us, 
we did not pay much attention to a gentle rap 
at the door of our private room, and it was re- 
aes. We then, too anxious to conclude our 

to open to the applicant, bade the one 
that knocked to ‘ come in,’ and continued our Ia- 
bors without lifting an eye to the door, which 
was opened quietly, and as quietly closed. We 
were startled at length with a sweetly modu- 
lated voice, inquiring, ‘ is there a lettter here for 
me 7 

We at once raised our eyes and saw a female 
about eighteen years of age—or, as we have of 
late lost the art of judging closely in these mat- 
ters, perhaps twenty. It did tot make a dim. 
- difference to her face, and would not, if 

more years had been added to them. There 
was oval face, with nature’s own bl 


an 
a slight projection of the mouth that told 
land, even without the softened 
voice that 


to the woman of that 
Neatness 
dress—it 
Letters are 










uld be ascribed to her 
frequently asked for in a newspa- 
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per office, in reply to advertisements—so we 
bade the young woman go to the front office and 
inquire of the clerks. 

She had been there, and there was no one but 
a boy, who could not give her the information. 

So we inquired the name. 

‘ Kitty McInnes: but perhaps it will be Ca- 
tharine on the letter,’ said she, ‘as that is my 
name.’ 

We looked on the letter-rack in the front 
office, among the ‘ A. B.'s,’ the ‘X. W.’s,’ the 
‘P. Q.’s etc., but saw none for Catharine. 
Returning, we inquired to what advertisement 
the letter was to be an answer. 

‘ Advertisement ’—-to no advertisement—-it 
would be in answer to my letter.’ 

‘ And from whom do you expect a letter?’ 

The young woman looked much confused— 
but apparently considering the question pertinent, 
she said, ‘ from Thomas———.’ 

We saw at once that she had, as hundreds be- 
fore had done, mistaken our office for the post- 
office, and the name given was that upon the 
letter which we had some months before sent 
from our letter-box to that of the post-office. 

‘ He has not written, then,’ said Catharine, in 
a low voice,-evidently not intended for our ear. 

‘ But he may have written.’ 

‘Then where’s the letter?’ said she, looking 
up. 

‘ At the Post office, perhaps.’ 

And we took Catharine by the hand and led 
her to the door, and pointed out the way to the 
post-office. 

‘You will ask at the window, said we, ‘ but 
as the clerks are young men, you need not tell 
them from whom you expect the letter.’ 

‘ Not for the world,’ said she, looking into our 
face with a glance that seemed to say there was 
no harm in telling us. 

We must have used less than our usual pre- 
cision in directing Catharine to the post-office, 
as quite half an hour afterwards, when visiting 
the place, we saw her at the window, receiving 
the change and a letter from one of the clerks, 
and the impatience, shall we say of a woman’s 
love, induced Catharine to break the seal at the 
door. A glow of pleasure was on the cheek of 
the happy girl, We would not have givena 
penny to be informed that Thomas was well and 
was coming in the next packet. We felt anxious 
to know whether Thomas would come, but the 
names of such persons rarely appeared among 
passengers of the Liverpool packets, being com- 
monly included in that comprehensible line, ‘and 
two hundred in the steerage.’ 

So we gave up all hopes of knowing when 
Thomas would arrive, but concluded that we 
would see the name with that of Catharine in 
the marriage list, to which we had determined 
to keep a steady look. 

It was but a short time afterwards that we did 

indeed see the name of Thomas in the paper.— 
He was one of the passengers in the ship cast 
away below New York, of whom nearly every 
soul perished, and Thomas among the rest. 
We had never seen Thomas, but had somehow 
cherished such an interest in his fate, that we 
felt a severe shock at its annunciation, and 
what must have been the feelings of Catharine, 
with her ardent, sanguine, Irish temperament ? 
Loving deeply, as she must have loved, and 
hoping ardently, as she must have hoped, what 
must have been her feelings ? 

We paused a few weeks afterwards, to mark 
the young grass shooting, green and thick, in 
Ronaldson’s graveyard, and to see the buds 
swelling on the branches of the trees that de- 
corate that populous city of the dead, when a 
funeral, numerously attended, wound slowly 
round the corner of the street, and passed into 
the enclosure. It was the funeral of an Irish 
person—we knew by the numbers that attended 
and as the sexton lowered the coffin down into 
the narrow house, the place appointed for all the 





‘living, we saw engraved upon a simple plate, 


Carnarine McInnes. 

The story was told. The small sum of money 
which Catharine had deposited in the savings’ 
fund, to give a little consequence to her marriage 
festival, had been withdrawn, to give her a 
‘decent burial.’ 

PIP Orerorrerereerere—r—n— 
For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


JOHN AUGUSTUS. 


My Esreemen Frienps :—In passing by the 
place of business of that worthy philanthropist, 
Joux Aucustus, I met that gentleman, and was 
invited into his shop toexamine some documents 
relative to the noble work in which he is en- 
gaged ; namely, in rescuing from the fangs of an 
unfeeling law, and restoring to life and usefulness 
persons arraigned for crimes mostly of a_ trivial 
character. These unfortunate persons, male and 
female, but for the timely interference of this 
genuine disciple of Jesus Christ, would receive 
the iron sentence of the law, and have to walk 
about like Cain with the mark upon them, while 
the world would disregard that special protection 
granted by a Merciful Father; and the law’s last 
argument, the gallows, would most likely be the 





end of some of them. 


Joun Aveustus commenced the christian 
work of being bail for offenders in 1841. The 
facts connected with his camse so fine.y, so beau- 
tifully illustrate the Omnipotence of the law of 
kindness, that it occurred to me to make a state- 
ment of them, knowing that your hearts beat 
responsive to those christian principles, the car- 
rying out of which, has ensured these happy re- 
sults. 

For the first year Mr. Augustus did not in- 
clude females in his efforts of relief, since that 
period very many of these have been rescued 
from a life of shame. 

His practice is (as you are aware) to prevent 
the commitment to jail of accused persons, stand- 
ing their bail, giving them counsel, assisting 
them to get employment, relieving their necessi- 
ties, warning them of the woes their wicked 
course will bring upon them, and by kind and 
friendly treatment winning them back to virtue, 
usefulness and the embrace of society. At times 
he has been under bonds to the amount of sever- 
al thousand dollars, and is at this writing bound 
for over two thousand dollars, in sums of fifty to 
two hundred dollars; besides this he frequently 
advances money. The number of persons for 
whom he is now bound is twenty-two, the whole 
number from the commencement is over 400, he 
having preserved a list of their names, a bright 
shining list for the eye of the philanthropist. 

Our friend Augustus appoints no committees, 
passes no resolutions except in his own mind, 
has no Presidents, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, 
&c., but noiselessly goes right at the work. Like 
his great Masrer, he literally ‘goes about doing 
good ;’ and doing much not included in the espe- 
cial work now under notice. 

In his labors he has visited the very worst 
haunts in the city, has taken the clenched fist of 
the infuriated moral maniac in his hands, and by 
the melting power of love caused those fingers 
to relax their sanguinary grasp. He does not 
believe in bruising or killing men either in war 
or singly to make them happier or better. 

But now comes the fact, worthy to be remem- 
bered by every christian and government on 
earth, throughout all coming time. Although 
the persons for whom Mr. Augustus has been 
bound were of course not of the highest moral 
character, yet in only one solitary instance has one 
of these forfeited the bail, and that person was a 
woman who did not appear from excessive fright. 
What was she afraid of? That this law of kind- 
ness would not continue to be exercised; thus 
proving its efficacy. Governments may here learn 
how much money they might save by the exer- 
cise of this policy; not to speak of the infinitely 
higher motives which should actuate them. The | 
hawks that hover over and pluck out the eye of | 
the dying lamb, cannot suddenly be expected to | 
favor the removal of the wounded from the field 
of battle. ' 

The course of this philanthropist shows what 
might be done by an organized number of indi- 
viduals, especially in visiting the sick, the afflict- 
ed, giving food, clothing, medicine, advice, en- 
couragement, or whatever they had to spare.— 
Suppose a Society of this kind existed, districting 
the city, and by its committees seeking out every 
object of distress in poverty or crime, and afford- 
ing such relief as they could, would it not bea 
christian work? Suppose this Society should 
devote a portion of the Sabbath to this holy 
work, would it not be as acceptable to the Father 
of Mercies, and more beneficial to man, than 
spending the same time in fixing the position of 
the altar, the point to which the face of the 
priest shall be directed when at prayer, or split- 
ing hairs about doctrinal matters, the practical 
consequence of which common sense has yet, 
been unable to discover. 

Inthe hope thai the time may shortly come | 
when criminals shall be treated as moral lunatics, | 
and the whole family of man rejoice in the full 
fruition of the ‘aw of love, 

I am sincerely, 
Your friend, 
JAMES MITCHELL. 





AN OLD STORY NEWLY VAMPED. 


Old Elias Keyes, formerly first judge of Wind- 
sor county, Vermont, was a strange composition | 
of folly and good sense, of natural shrewdness 
and want of cultivation. We remember the sen- 
tence he pronounced upon a poor ragged felloy 
for petty larceny. The case was for stealing a 
pair of boots, from Gen. Curtis, then a man of 
considerable wealth in the town of Windsor. It 
was proved that the General had lost his boots, 
and that they were found at the lodgings of the 
prisoner, and that of course, he stole them ; so at 
least said the jury, and a jury you know are in- 
fallible. 

‘ Well,’ said the Judge, very gravely, previous 
to pronouncing the sentence of the court, under- 
taking to read the young rascal a lecture, ‘ you 
are a fine fellow to be arraigned before a Court | 
for stealing. They say you are poor—no one 
doubts it who looks at you, and how dare you, 
being poor, have the impudence to steal a pair of 
boots? Nobody but rich people have a right to 
| take such things without paying for them !— 











They say you are worthless—that is evident 
from the fact that no one has ever asked justice 
to be done you; all, by unanimous consent, pro- 
nouncing you guilty before you were tried. Now 
you, being so worthless, was a fool to steal, be- 
cause you might know you would be condemned. 
And then you perceive it was a great aggravation 
of your offence that you stole them in the large 
town of Windsor. In that large town to commit 
such an act, is most horrible! And you not 
only go into Windsor to steal, but you must steal 
fiom that great man, Gen. Curtis. This caps the 
climax of your iniquity. Base wretch, why did 
you not go and steal the only pair of boots which 
some poor man had, or could get, and then you 
would have been let alone; nobody would have 
troubled themselves about the act! For your 
audacity in stealing in the great town of Windsor 
and from the great Gen. Curtis, the Court sen- 
tences you to three months imprisonment in the 
County jail, and God give you something to eat 
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THE FORE-RUNNERS, 


BY R. W. EMERSON. 
Long I followed happy guides, 

I could never reach their sides. 
Their step is forth, and. ere the day, 
Breaks up their leaguer and away. 
Keen my sense, my heart was young, 
Right good will my sinews strung. 
But no speed of mine avails 

To hunt upon their shining trails. 

On and away their hasting feet 
Make the morning proud and sweet. 
Flowers they strew, I catch the scent, 
Or tone of silver instrument 

Leaves on the wind melodious trace, 
Yet I could never see their face. 

On eastern.-hills I see their smokes 
Mixed with mist by distant lochs, 

I met many travellers 

Who the road had surely kept. 

They saw not my fine revellers. 
These had crossed them while they slept 
Some had heard their fair report, 

In the country or the court. 

Fleetest couriers alive 

Never yet could once arrive, 

As they went or they returned, 

At the house where these sojourned. 
Sometimes their strong speed they slackea, 
Though they are not overtaken : 

In sleep their jubilant troop is near, 
I tuneful voices overhear, 

It may be in the wood or waste,— 
At unawares ’t is come and passed. 
Their near camp my spirit knows 

By signs gracious as rainbows. 

I henceforward and long after, 





| practical divinity. 


Listen for their harp-like laughter, 
And carry in my heart for days 
Peace that hallows rudest ways. 


Titles of Jesus, 
By Cuarves Spear. 
Sixteenih edition, with rich Sieel Engravings. Price $ i 


HIS work has received high commendations bot! 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin a fev 
notices from abroad. 


From the Enquirer, London. 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied to 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but ir 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock oi 
We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 


‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotiona! 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to rest 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday- 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons ot 
piety and morality. And since it :s one of the goodly 
fashions of the present day for all persons who would 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we ean 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully gor 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait , 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress of 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “‘ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 


‘This is a very interesting work, devotional] and 
practical mm its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individua) may see tea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire his 
power of moral discrimination, and feel at one with 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ. 


This work is not in the trade, but it is published and 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Priggs, 
403 Washington Street, and B, Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
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